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In its 28 December 2010 message to
the Conference of the Continental
Boards of Counsellors, the Univer-

sal House of Justice drew attention to
habits of thought which must be
developed and those which must be
overcome for the Bahá’í community to
realize its vision. The Association for
Bahá’í Studies invites participants to
contribute to the exploration of these
habits of thought at its 35th Annual
Conference. to be held at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Hotel in
San Francisco, CA, over the weekend
of 11–14 August 2011.

The House of
Justice wrote:
“Apart from the
spiritual requisites
of a sanctified
Bahá’í life, there
are habits of thought
that affect the unfold-
ment of the global
Plan, and their development has to
be encouraged at the level of culture.
There are tendencies, as well, that
need to be gradually overcome.
Many of these tendencies are rein-
forced by approaches prevalent in

society at large, which, not altogeth-
er unreasonably, enter into Bahá’í
activity. The magnitude of the chal-
lenge facing the friends in this
respect is not lost on us. They are
called upon to become increasingly
involved in the life of society, bene-
fiting from its educational pro-
grammes, excelling in its trades and
professions, learning to employ well
its tools, and applying themselves to
the advancement of its arts and sci-
ences. At the same time, they are
never to lose sight of the aim of the
Faith to effect a transformation of
society, remoulding its institutions

San Francisco’s Coit Tower (San Francisco Visitors & 
Convention Bureau photo)

“Transforming Habits of
Thought” is 2011 annual

conference theme

Nader Saiedi to deliver Balyuzi
Lecture at San Francisco 

conference

Continued on page 8

The Executive Committee is pleased
to announce that Nader Saiedi will
deliver the 29th Hasan M. Balyuzi
Lecture at the 2011 Annual
Conference of the Association in San
Francisco. Dr. Saiedi received degrees
in Economics from Pahlavi University
in Shiraz, Iran, and his PhD in sociol-
ogy from the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. He is Professor
of Sociology at Carleton College in

Nader Saiedi

      



and processes, on a scale never
before witnessed. To this end, they
must remain acutely aware of the
inadequacies of current modes of
thinking and doing—this, without
feeling the least degree of superiori-
ty, without assuming an air of secre-
cy or aloofness, and without adopt-
ing an unnecessarily critical
stance towards society.”

The House of Justice draws
particular attention to the gen-
eral social trends of reducing
complex conceptions of social
reality and social change to
simple slogans, of imposing
false dichotomies over a cohe-
sive whole, and of favoring iso-
lated events and projects over
broad processes and long term
action. It then focuses on the
complex relationship between
three interacting agents of
society, namely the individual,
the community, and institutions.
This troubled relationship, which
has led to a dangerous concurrence
of a crisis of authority with a weak-
ening of community ties, is contrast-
ed with the potential released by a
spiritual re-visioning. 

Conference participants are invit-
ed to explore habits of thought from
a variety of perspectives. In many
social arenas and disciplines, crises
of thought and vision are already
acknowledged to a greater or lesser
degree. What new approaches and
conceptions are developing there,
and how do they correlate with
Bahá’í teachings? Where do ideas
and practices originate? How do
habits of thought change—individu-
ally and collectively, whether
through deliberate effort or subcon-
sciously, through study, spiritual
practice, or experience? How can
increasing awareness of our own and
others’ habits of thought, and the
process of changing these habits,

strengthen our capacity to engage in
the prevalent discourses of society in
any social space available to us—in
our work, our field of study, with
local civic groups, on campus, etc.?

Call for presentations

Proposals are invited for presenta-
tions on (but not limited to) the
above themes, as well as themes per-

taining to creative processes and
concepts within the performing arts,
visual arts, and other modes of artis-
tic expression.

Presentations must explore an
original question or proposition
through a clearly described method
or approach. Proposals must outline
the presentation in detail and pro-
vide sufficient background on the
topic and on the presenter’s qualifi-
cations for the review panel to assess
the value of the contribution. A
broad range of qualifications is rec-
ognized, beyond purely academic
and/or professional. Proposals must
be for substantially original work,
unpublished and not previously pre-
sented.

While many presentations are in
the style of talks, the use of the arts
and other diverse approaches is also
encouraged. Presentations should be
seen as a collaborative process, where
the speaker engages conference par-
ticipants in discussion on new work,

which further advances that work.
Papers will be considered for publica-
tion in the Journal of Bahá’í Studies.
Proposals are especially welcome from
youth and first-time ABS presenters.
Guidelines for preparing submissions
are available on the ABS website, and
you can also contact the ABS if you
would like further assistance with
preparing a proposal.

This year, the Association is
placing special emphasis on
interaction and collaboration
among people working in simi-
lar or diverse but potentially
overlapping fields. Therefore,
there will be new opportunities
to collaborate in presentations
in addition to panel proposals
from existing groups. Those
submitting proposals will be
asked to choose either

• a stand-alone presentation
by a single presenter or multiple
presenters, scheduled for 60 min-
utes including time for discussion

• a panel presentation of two
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On the last weekend of October
2010, some 60 Bahá’ís and friends
came together to consult about race.
The focus was on the relationship
between black and white in the
United States. 

The weekend was envisioned as a
follow-on event to the session
at the ABS Annual Conference
in Vancouver in August 2010
on social, cultural, and spiritu-
al reconciliation. 

It was co-sponsored and
organized by ABS and the
Office of Communications of
the National Spiritual
Assembly of the United States. 

The weekend was an
experiment in learning how
to build capacity in the Bahá’í
community to engage in dis-
course on the most divisive
and intransigent issue in
American society. 

Every effort was made to extend
the mode of learning that has come
to characterize Bahá’í teaching
endeavors to the arena of public dis-
course on race. 

The session was not a class, or a
training, nor even a series of talks
and workshops. It was an attempt to
create a space using various partici-
patory formats in which individuals
could learn from each other’s expe-
rience, in a spiritually elevated
atmosphere. We thank Jessica
Gaines and friends, who provided
extended musical devotions with
much improvisation and spontaneity
by all. 

Planning for the session was initi-
ated by reaching out to a number of

respect, the frankness, and the love. 
While each participant no doubt

came away with their own individual
learning, we also learned some
things as a group, in addition to

ideas for improvements for
another such weekend. 

It was demonstrated that
American Bahá’ís can come
together and consult in a uni-
fied spirit about race and leave
with a “feeling of anticipation,
optimism and pride in our com-
munity.” 

We learned that our diverse
experiences, including the
immense pain and the struggle,
strengthen us collectively more
than they divide us. We saw
that we could get past false

dichotomies such as “We need to
achieve race unity within the Bahá’í
community before we can talk about
race with others” vs. “If we just
teach the Faith all issues in the
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Bahá’ís who have exten-
sive and diverse experi-
ence in the field of race
unity. This approach resulted in a
group of eleven principal discussants
who, through a series of teleconfer-
ences facilitated by the organizers,

consulted about the goals and plans
for the weekend: Joy DeGruy, Tod
Ewing, Billie Mayo, Lex Musta,
Mark Perry, Robert Rosenfeld,
William “Smitty” Smith, Phyllis and
Gene Unterschuetz, Louis Venters,
and Aaron Yates (although
Joy and Robert were not
able to attend the week-
end). At Louhelen they
facilitated discussions,
shared their experience,
helped the group adopt
ground rules for interac-
tion, and brought their
own best wisdom and ster-
ling characters to bear to
create a space where all the
qualities of ideal consulta-
tion were evident—the

Report on ABS-
sponsored event at Louhelen:
“Engaging in the discourse on

race—A conversation”

Continued on page 5



Terms of reference

The Association for Bahá’í Studies–
North America (ABS) Endowment
Fund was established in 2007 by
anonymous donors. The purpose of
the endowment is to recognize the
accomplishment of contributions to
Bahá’í scholarship. 

All fields of Bahá’í scholarship
may be considered for this award but
preference will be given to scholarly
work that correlates the Bahá’í
teachings with contemporary issues.
The award is intended to stimulate
and encourage research in Bahá’í
studies.

Nominations will be invited from
Association members annually (see
below). Awards are made on the basis
of demonstrated excellence in gener-
ating Bahá’í scholarship and the
names of the recipients will be
announced at the Annual Conference
of the Association. Both awards have
an associated monetary value deter-
mined annually by the Executive
Committee of the Association for
Bahá’í Studies.

The first award will recognize the
publication of a major study that
advances our collective understand-
ing of the Bahá’í teachings and,
where appropriate, that correlates
Bahá’í teachings to contemporary
issues. Books will have to have
already been published or been
accepted for publication. 

In the latter case a letter from the
publisher is required attesting that
the book has been accepted and giv-
ing an expected date of publication.
This award will be designated as the
Association for Bahá’í Studies–North
America Award for Distinguished

Scholarship, Book Category (ABS
Book Award).

The second award will recognize
the work of a graduate student who
has recently completed a graduate
thesis. The student will already have
graduated or his/her thesis been
accepted for graduation. 

In the latter case, a letter from the
supervisor or the person responsible
for Graduate Studies is required
attesting that the thesis has been
accepted and indicating the date of
graduation. 

This award will be designated as
the Association for Bahá’í
Studies–North America Award for
Distinguished Scholarship Graduate,
Thesis Category (ABS Thesis Award).

In both cases, while at levels nec-
essarily different, the works being
considered for the awards will repre-
sent significant contributions to
knowledge in the field of Bahá’í
Studies.

Awards will be adjudicated by the
Awards Adjudication Committee
appointed by the Executive
Committee of the Association for
Bahá’í Studies. The Executive
Committee will review and approve
the recommendation of the
Adjudication Committee.

Call for nominations

The Association for Bahá’í Studies–
North America invites nominations
for each of the two awards created
under the auspices of the Association
for Bahá’í Studies–North America
Endowment Fund: the Association
for Bahá’í Studies–North America
Award for Distinguished
Scholarship, Book Category (ABS
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Book Award) and the Association for
Bahá’í Studies–North America
Award for Distinguished Scholarship
Graduate, Thesis Category (ABS
Thesis Award).

All nominations will provide the
following documentation:

• A cover letter outlining the rea-
sons for making the nomination.
The cover letter should not be more
than two pages long.

• A copy of the published book or
of the bound thesis 

• In the case of a book having not
yet been published but having been
accepted for publication, a letter
from the publisher confirming that
the book has been accepted for pub-
lication and indicating the date of
publication

• In the case of a graduate stu-
dent having yet to convocate but
his/her thesis having been accepted
for graduation, a letter from the
supervisor or from the person
responsible for Graduate Studies
attesting that the thesis has been
accepted and indicating the date of
convocation

• A resume of the nominee’s cur-
riculum vitae stressing both salient
academic and service activities. The
resume should not be more than one
page.

Nominations with accompanying
documentation should be sent to
Association for Bahá’í Studies–
North America, attention Academic
Director, 34 Copernicus Street,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1N 7K4.
Nominations can be e-mailed to
<abs-na@bahai-studies.ca> or faxed
to 613-233-3644 with supporting
documents to follow by regular mail
or courier. Nominations must be
received at the Centre for Bahá’í
Studies by 15 March 2011. 

Please note that no material will be
returned to the person or persons

Continued on page 8

Call for nominations
ABS Awards for Distinguished

Scholarship



Bahá’í community will be resolved
without talking about them.”

We recognized the fallacy in both
extreme views: “The Bahá’ís have
overcome racism” and “The Bahá’í
community has accomplished noth-
ing.” Richard Thomas reminded us
of the generations of Bahá’ís who
have given their all to advance race
unity in the U.S. Bahá’í community
and in society—and everyone at
Louhelen with their own story to
tell reminded us that this is contin-
uing in countless ways. 

We know that we have much
more to learn. 

We also asked questions: what is
unique about a Bahá’í contribution
to the current public discourse on
race in the U.S.? How do we express
and implement the scientific and
religious truth of the oneness of
humanity? How do the Guardian’s
pointed instructions to the black and
white races, respectively, shape our
participation and our contributions,
as well as our own transformation?
The brevity of the weekend did not
allow for the kind of deep study of
the teachings and consultation on
these questions that we would have
treasured, but a start was made. 

Story after story pointed to indi-
vidual friendship, “indiscriminating
fellowship,” as the crucible where

change happens.
How natural it is,
then, that the cur-
rent global Plans
of the Faith direct
us most fundamen-
tally to create spir-
itualized relation-
ships, animated by
the desire to uplift
and empower our-
selves and others,
to “disable every
instrument devised

by humanity over
the long period of
its childhood for
one group to
oppress another”
(The Universal
House of Justice,
letter of 28
December 2010). 

Learning how
to talk about issues
of race, ethnicity,
and culture in the
context of our
learning and

reflection at the cluster level was iden-
tified by many as a critical frontier in
implementing the Plans in the U.S.  

For more on the Louhelen event or
to further your study of the correlation
between Bahá’í teachings on race and
current public discourse, please see

• The ABS website for Louhelen
program, extensive compilation of
readings, and more photos:
<http://www.bahai-studies.ca/
USBahaiSchools>

• Recent books by our principal
discussants:

• Joy DeGruy, Post-Traumatic
Slave Syndrome: America’s Legacy of
Enduring Injury and Healing

• Tod Ewing, Seeing Heaven in the
Face of Black Men

• Mark Perry, The Last War:
Racism, Spirituality, and the Future of
Civilization

• Phyllis and Gene Unterschuetz,
Longing: Stories of Racial Healing

• Louis Venters, Most Great
Reconstruction:The Bahá’í Faith and
Interracial Community in Jim Crow
South Carolina (forthcoming)

• several books by Richard
Thomas, and more available through
the Bahá’í Distribution Service

• Upcoming Race Amity
Conference in Boston, 9–12 June 2011,
<http://raceamity. org>, organized
by the National Center for Race Amity
at Wheelock College, William
“Smitty” Smith, Executive Director.  

—Report by Martha Schweitz 
(Photos by Denton Mitchell)

Louhelen report
Continued from page 3
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or more people who would collabo-
rate from the outset, offering differ-
ent perspectives on a common theme

• an individual submission with a
special request to be placed (if possi-
ble) in a collaborative panel with pre-
senters on related themes, for later
discussion and interaction.

Whether arranged from the out-
set by the collaborators or facilitated
by the conference organizers, panel
presentations will be scheduled for
between 90 to 120 minutes, depend-
ing on number of participants and
scheduling constraints.

Proposals must be submitted on-
line (go to <www.bahai-studies.ca>).
Potential presenters unable to sub-
mit online may contact the address
below for further information on
alternate means of submission:
Association for Bahá’í Studies, 34

In memoriam
Glen Eyford (1927–2010)

Glen Eyford, long-time member of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Canada and a founding
member of the Association for Bahá’í Studies, passed away on 22 November 2010 at the age of 83. Dr. Eyford
was Professor Emeritus at the University of Alberta and was one of the founders of the Canadian
Association for Studies on the Bahá’í Faith, which became the ABS, serving as a member of the Executive
Committee of the Association for Bahá’í Studies–North America from 1975 to 1992. In its message to the
National Spiritual Assembly, the Universal House of Justice noted that Dr. Eyford “was tireless in pursuing
the application of spiritual principles to education.”

Philip Selznick (1919–2010)
Philip Selznick, Professor Emeritus of Law and Sociology at the University of California, Berkeley, passed
away on 16 June 2010 at the age of 91. Dr. Selznick, who was a leading figure in the sociology of law and
organizations, was the author of many books including The Moral Commonwealth: Social Theory and the
Promise of Community. Despite his failing eyesight, Dr. Selznick gave a plenary address at the 27th
Association for Bahá’í Studies Annual Conference in August 2003, in San Francisco, and his presentation,
“Civility and Piety,” was published in the Journal of Bahá’í Studies (14.1/2 [March–June 2004]).

Annual conference call
Continued from page 2

Copernicus St., Ottawa, ON Canada
K1N 7K4; tel.: (613) 233-1903; fax:
(613) 233-3644; e-mail: <abs-
na@bahai-studies.ca>.

Pre- and post-
conference activities

In order to encourage learning at
the conference to be part of an ongo-
ing developmental process of capaci-
ty building, we especially welcome
proposals that explain what the pre-
senter(s) plans to do either before or
after the conference to this end. It
may be as simple as preparing for
and then “introducing Bahá’í ideas
into everyday conversation” on a
subject of social concern, or as
involved as organizing a symposium
on campus on a subject with a like-
minded student organization. It
could be proposing a session at a
Bahá’í school, writing a letter to the

editor of a local paper, submitting an
article for the Journal of Bahá’í
Studies, blogging on the topic, etc. It
is hoped that presenters at the con-
ference will take a variety of actions
to advance the learning process
beyond the conference venue.The
deadline for submitting proposals is
15 April 2011.

Registration and Hotel
Information

A conference registration form with
hotel information is included with
this Bulletin. Registration and hotel
information is also available on the
ABS web site: <www.bahai-
studies.ca>. 

Please note that hotel reservations
must be made directly with the confer-
ence hotel, the San Francisco Airport
Marriott, 1800 Bayshore Drive,
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The 18th Annual Conference of the
Association for Bahá’í Studies–Japan
was held on 25–26 September 2010,
at Yokohama Kanagawa Katsudou
Support Center on the theme of “Age
of a World Civilization.” There were
seven presentations and one work-
shop with a total of fifty participants,
among whom three were friends of
Bahá’ís. 

An improvement over last year’s
conference was an increased time slot
(thirty minutes) for questions and
discussion) after each presentation,
which enabled a greater degree of
interaction and a better understand-
ing. Visual aids such as PowerPoint
slides also enhanced the inspiring
talks. 

The presentation topics included
the following: the Bahá’í principle of

consultation; some thoughts on civi-
lization as related to culture of learn-
ing and accompaniment delineated in
the 2010 Ridvan Message; relation-
ship of Japanese ethics, morality and
religiosity to a future civilization;
strong light of consultation as a
virtue; the effects of learning about
virtues on the three scales of satisfac-
tion with marital relations, self-
respect, and self-efficacy; and a sci-
ence of the spiritual worlds. 

On the first night of the confer-
ence, sixteen of the participants
shared a Chinese dinner arranged for
by the Local Spiritual Assembly and
enjoyed a promenade around the
Yokohama-Minatomirai area.The
contents of the presentations will be
published as conference  proceedings
next spring.
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ABS–Japan 18th annual 
conference report

Taslimi Lectureship on 
the Bahá’í Faith in Iran 

established at UCLA
The Taslimi Lectureship on the
Bahá’í Faith in Iran has been 
established as part of the Iranian
Studies Program in the
Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures at the
University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). 

In an announcement about the
Lectureship, the university stated:
“This generous gift will significant-
ly broaden and enhance the scope of
Iranian studies at UCLA. It will
enable the Iranian Studies Program
to hire a distinguished lecturer
with expertise on the Bahá’í Faith
in Iran. Additionally, The Taslimi

Lectureship will facilitate develop-
ment of new curriculum and open
those courses to a broader audience,
including Study of Religion
majors.”

The lectureship was made possi-
ble by the Taslimi Foundation. The
Foundation was established in 1996
by members of the Taslimi family
all of whom are alumni of UCLA.
The Lectureship was named after
their martyred father.

The university announced that
the Taslimi Lectureship will begin
in fall 2011 with special lectures
and courses featuring prominent
scholars in the Bahá’í Faith.

Bahá’í Studies at
American 

Academy of
Religion

The Bahá’í Faith was represented
at the 2010 annual meeting of the
American Academy of Religion
(AAR) by a panel of three Bahá’ís
and a display of literature in the
exhibit hall. This year’s AAR, held
in Atlanta, GA, 30 October–1
November, was attended by nearly
5,000 faculty, graduate students,
journalists, and clergy interested
in the field of religious studies.

The Bahá’í Studies Colloquy was
held on Sunday evening. Michael
McMullen of the University of
Houston–Clear Lake spoke about
“The Decade of Struggle:
Challenges for Egyptian Bahá’ís
Since 2000.” He was able to
research the Egyptian Bahá’ com-
munity as a result of a Fulbright
grant to teach at the American
University of Cairo for the school
year 2009–2010.

Following him, Susan Maneck,
of Jackson State University,
Jackson, Mississippi, gave a pre-
sentation on “Accusations against
Bahá’ís within the Context of
Islamic Heresiography.” She noted
that most of the accusations of
immorality leveled against the
Bahá’ís are the same ones leveled
against any “heretical” group with-
in Islam, and are made by Sunnis
against Shi‘ites and vice versa.
Indeed, throughout history the
same accusations are very com-
monly leveled against sects by the
dominant religious group.

Finally, Robert H. Stockman
spoke about “ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Visit
to North America, 1912: Analysis

Continued on page 8
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submitting the nomination. Pending
unforeseen events, the Adjudication
Committee will make its recommen-
dation to the Executive Committee by
15 May and the recipients will be
informed soon after. The names of the
recipients will be announced at the
Annual Conference of the Association
for Bahá’í Studies and recipients
attending the conference will be pre-
sented with the awards at that time.

Awards
Continued from page 4

of Impact.” He gave a summary of
the number of talks ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
gave, the sizes of the audiences,
and the subjects He developed, and
compared His visit with the visits
of Protap Chunder Mozoomdar,
Anagarika Dharmapala, and Swami
Vivekananda, other prominent
Asian religious leaders who visited
during the same era. Enjoying the
panel was an audience of nine, who
asked good questions.

Calendar of events
22–24 March 2011
Third International Conference on
Modern Religions and Religious
Movements in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam and the
Bábí-Bahá’í Faiths
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Israel
Website: <www.hum.huji.ac.il/site/
bahai>

18–22 May 2011
‘Irfán Colloquium
Bosch Bahá'í School
Santa Cruz, CA, USA 
For more information, contact
<info@irfancolloquium.org>; web-
site: <www.irfancolloquia.org>

9–12 June 2011 
National Race Amity Conference
Wheelock College
Boston, MA, USA
Website: <http://www.wheelock.
edu/ncra/>

11–14 August 2011
Association for Bahá’í Studies–
North America
35th Annual Conference
San Francisco Airport Marriott
San Francisco, CA, USA
Contact: Association for Bahá’í
Studies, 34 Copernicus St., Ottawa,
ON Canada K1N 7K4; tel.: (613)
233-1903; fax: (613) 233-3644;
email: <abs-na@bahai-studies.ca>;
website: <http://www.bahai-
studies.ca>

17–20 August 2011
Real Utopias: Emancipatory
Projects, Institutional Designs,
Possible Futures
107th American Sociological
Association Annual Meeting
Denver, CO, USA
Website: <http://www.asanet.org/
AM2012/meeting_theme.cfm>

Northfield, Minnesota, where he has
been teaching for twenty-five years. 

Dr. Saiedi is the author several
books including The Birth of Social
Theory: Social Thought in the
Enlightenment and Romanticism
(1993) and Logos and Civilization:
Spirit, History and Order in the
Writings of Bahá’u’lláh (2000). His
most recent book, Gate of the Heart:
Understanding the Writings of the Báb,
was published by the Wilfrid
Laurier University Press Bahá’í
Studies Series in 2007. 

He has lectured widely and has
published numerous articles in both
Persian and English, including
“Antinomies of Reason and Theology
of Revelation” (Journal of Bahá’í
Studies 8.4 [1998]) and “Concealment
and Revelation in Bahá’u’lláh’s Book
of the River” (Journal of Bahá’í
Studies 9.3 [1999]).

Balyuzi Lecture
Continued from page 1

Bahá’ís at AAR
Continued from page 7

Burlingame, CA 94010; tel.: 650-692-
9100; toll-free reservation number:
800-228-9290. Mention the Associ-
ation for Bahá’í Studies conference to
receive the special conference rate.
Room rates: $99 single/double/
triple/quad These rates are guaran-
teed only until Wednesday, 27 July
2011. 

Reservations made after the cut-off
dates will be based on availability at
the Hotel’s prevailing rates. The con-
ference rates are extended to four
days before and after the conference
dates.

Annual conference call
Continued from page 6

Latest conference
updates

For the latest conference updates, visit
the ABS website <www.bahai-studies.
ca>. Renew your membership, pur-
chase books and conference CDs all
online at the ABS online bookstore!

San Francisco’s Chinatown (San Francisco
Visitors & Convention Bureau photo)


