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Abstract

Community-based environmental stewardship is the name given to the emerging practice of habitat restoration, land conservation, resource management, and park and community garden creation. This essay explores the significance and the spiritual dimensions of environmental stewardship, and its relationship to the Bahá’í teachings.
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John Thelen Steere is an environmental planner whose twenty-year career spans public, private, and nonprofit sectors of land planning. A Senior Environmental Manager with EIP Associates, he received his BA degree from Harvard and a joint MA in city planning and landscape architecture from UC Berkeley. Active in urban greening issues, he has helped develop several parks in the community, and is founder and member of the boards of Livable Berkeley and Berkeley Partners for Parks. He is the author of the award-winning book, Restoring the Estuary.
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