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Abstract

The history of the Bahá’í Faith includes incidents that have led to the expulsion or resignation of individuals from the religion. These incidents have involved various departures from obedience to the Covenant of Bahá’u’lláh. This article explores the virtue of obedience in light of the Covenant, examining the context in which contemporary secular notions of obedience have arisen and have influenced the attitudes and behavior of Bahá’ís living in the West and articulating a perspective of obedience as liberation.
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Roxanne L. Lalonde recently completed her PhD at the University of Alberta. Her thesis explored the relationship between religious belief an environmental attitude. She has a master's degree in geography and a bachelor's degree in sociology. In addition to her work in the specific area of her doctoral studies, she researches and writes in the broader fields of environmental topics, cultural geography, and comparative religion. Her article "Unity in Diversity: A Conceptual Framework for a Global Ethic of Environmental Sustainability" received the Association for Baha'i Studies Award for Excellence in Baha'i Studies in 1995 and appeared in the Journal of Baha'i Studies, volume 6, number 3. She is currently employed by the University of Alberta as a full-time faculty lecturer.
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